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Welcome to the Tradition News

The Tradition NEWS is an occasional update on the
proceedings of The Tradition journal proper. It is free
of charge and enables us to bring information to you
that would otherwise have to wait for the next issue
of the journal. For example, we didn’t want to wait
until September to release the results of the House
Systems’ poll. As you will see, the results have proved
to be very interesting.

Although we have had an excellent reponse to our
first two issues of the journal, we hope to encourage
more and more of you to donate to animal rescue
and welfare by purchasing a copy of The Tradition
journal.
The Editors

Preview of the Autumn Issue
* Jérôme Libon: Roger Bacon
* Oscar Hofman: Mars (signature series)
* Steven Birchfield: The Ruler of the Year
* Peter Stockinger: Rensberger on temperaments
* Luís Ribeiro: Facing Eclipses
* Helena and Luís: The Election of D. Afonso V
* The Animodar Project: Results
* For Posterity:
- Peter Stockinger: Comets
- Helena: The Translation of El Libro Complido
* By the Book:
- Sex in El Libro Complido

All articles reflect the views of the authors. The publishers
assume no responsibility for articles or material contained
therein, or for goods and services advertised. For information
about contributions and authors’ guidelines please visit our
site: www.thetraditionjournal.com
No part of this publication may reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means without the prior permission
of the publisher.
Copyright © 2009 The Tradition, all rights reserved
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Why is a particular system chosen?

House System Poll
the results
Here they are, the results of the House System Poll
conducted by The Tradition journal.
The poll had participants from 25 countries (from
the 5 continents) and the results were sometimes
unexpected, sometimes amazing, and always
interesting.
Traditional? Modern? …or something in between?
Our universe of participants is largely made up of
students using both Traditional and Modern methods.
This is an interesting result as it can mean two things:
that more students are grafting techniques from the
Tradition into their Modern practice and/or that
there are a lot of Traditional students using Modern
elements, such as the new planets, in their practice.
These tendencies are clearly shown in the following
results.
Question: How do you classify your astrological
practice?

By a large percentage, the main reason for choosing
a particular system was because “it works better”.
This suggests that several systems have been tested
in practice before choosing, as 87% of participants
claim that they have experimented with other
systems. The second most common reason is “the
system I learned with”, which shows a certain degree
of influence of the school one is following; this is of
course to be expected. Most of the “other reasons”
were partially in one of the previous categories.
Question: Why do you prefer this particular
system?

Computer's default
1%
Other reason
14%

System I learned with
33%

Works better
52%

Traditional
24%
Do you know what you are doing?

Mixed
66%

Modern
10%

More than 50% of the participants claim to have
a good knowledge of the mathematical and
astronomical principles. This is very good news, but
it comes as a surprise. We were expecting the option
“vaguely” to attain the largest percentage. Usually
the average student/practitioner has only a broad
notion of the house system ‘mechanics’ and very
few astrologers can explain them mathematically,
or detail the astronomical basis of the house system
they use.
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Question: Are you familiar with the mathematics
and astronomical principles behind the house system
you use?

has become quite popular and it is commonly used
together with other systems (see further on).
Regiomontanus comes next with 5%, but this is a
special case, as it is very popular for Horary and
thus most of the ‘mixture’ groups include a large
percentage of Regiomontanus users.

No
14%

Vaguely
32%
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Yes
55%

Other systems with lesser representations include:
Porphyry, Equal House, Campanus, Meridian,
Morinus and the Octopodos. It must be also noted
that a large percentage of the Polish practitioners
and students seem to use the Krusinski method of
house division, but its use appears to be exclusive
to Poland.
Question: Which house system do you use?

Porphyry
2%
And the winner is…
This first graph shows the percentage of people using
a particular house system. The results are quite clear:
the Placidus system is still, by a large margin, the
most used system by practitioners and students of
Astrology.
Surprisingly, in second place we have people who use
a mixture of house systems; this can either mean a
combination of two systems or two different systems
for different purposes. This interesting phenomenon
will be studied in detail further on. In third place
comes Koch which despite its recent origin (it was
proposed by Walter Koch in the early 1960s) became
increasingly popular in the past decades, particularly
among practitioners of the Modern system.
Next on the list comes Alchabitius and Whole Sign,
which have reached popularity only in the past
decade, despite their ancient origin. The Alchabitius
system was recovered by those studying the Medieval
method, and the Whole Sign was reintroduced by
those focusing on the Hellenistic tradition. The latter

Other
4%

Regiomontanus
Equal House
4%
3%
Whole Sign
7%

Placidus
37%

Alchabitius
7%
Koch
14%
Mixture
21%

Two extremes
How do things change if one’s practice is purely
Traditional or purely Modern?
A large percentage of Traditional practitioners seem
to use a mixture of two or more systems; Alchabitius,
followed closely by Placidus, seems to be the system
of choice, with Regiomontanus coming at some
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distance in fourth place. The other systems are not so
well represented. This is particularly strange with the
Whole Sign system which is quite well represented
in the overall choice.

Topocentric
2%
Equal house
2%
Mixtures
29%

Whole sign
4%
Koch
4%
Other
6%
Regiomontanus
8%

Placidus
21%

Alchabitius
25%
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Will it blend?
Now let us take a closer look at those using
a combination of systems. This appears to be
something mainly done by students of the Tradition
or a mixture of Tradition with Modern elements. As
stated previously, these fall in two categories: those
using different systems for different applications
(mainly natal and horary) and those combining two
different house systems in the delineation process –
usually Whole Sign with a quadrant system.
When using two systems the choice seems to fall
between Whole Sign + Alchabitius and Whole Signs
+ Placidus. This only reinforces the conclusion that
Alchabitius and Placidus are the systems of choice
for Traditionalists but there is still a considerable
percentage of experimentation with Whole Signs.

Equal Houses + Placidus
7%
Whole Sign + Porphyry
7%

The purely Modern practitioners clearly prefer
Placidus and Koch, which come together in first
position.

Other
6%
Equal House
6%

Whole Sign + Koch
13%

Whole Sign + Alchabitius
33%

Koch + Placidus
13%

Whole Sign + Placidus
27%
Placidus
44%
Koch
44%

When it comes to using different systems for
different applications, Regiomontanus emerges
as a system of choice for horary; it is present in all
classes. No doubt this is due to the great influence of
the works of William Lilly in today’s horary practice
(unfortunately people seem to forget that he used
Regiomontanus for all applications of astrology).
Placidus and Whole Sign compete as the choice for
natal astrology.
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And how does a pure traditionalist blend?

Placidus/Regiomontanus/Alchabitus
6%
Alchabitius/Regiomontanus
6%

Placidus/Regiomontanus
le Sign+Placidus/Regiomontanus
35%
18%

The same study of the mixtures group applied to the
“purely tradition” participants shows little difference
from the general poll. Alchabitius seems to have an
advantage over Placidus and Regiomontanus as the
system of choice to combine with Whole Signs.

Placidus + Whole Sign
25%

Whole Sign/Regiomontanus
35%
Alchabitius + Whole Sign
50%
This mixture/combination phenomenon brings us a
new perspective. If we consider the use of systems,
not taking into account their combined use, but as
a use in itself, the overall result changes quite a bit.
Placidus is still the most used system, but Koch and
Whole Sign come both in second place, followed
by Alchabitus and Regiomontanus in third. These
numbers suggest a change in the ‘number two’ system
from Koch to Whole Sign (or even to Alchabitius or
Regiomontanus).

Equal House
4%
Porphyry
3%
Others
Regiomontanus 4%

Regiomontanus + Whole Sign
25%

As to using different systems for different
applications, the results are also quite similar to the
ones of the general poll. Regiomontanus continues
as the system of choice for Horary and Placidus
takes the lead regarding natal astrology.

N: Alchabitius/H: Regiomontanus
10%

10%

Alchabitius
10%

Placidus
44%

Whole Sign
13%

N: Whole Sign/H: Regiomontanus
20% N: Placidus/H: Regiomontanus
40%

N: Placidus+Whole Sign/H: Regiomontanus
30%
Koch
14%
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Once again if we count the individual use of the
systems, not taking into account their combined
use, the picture changes. Placidus, Alchabitius
and Regiomontanus become largely the systems of
choice for the purely Traditional, with little difference
among them. Whole Sign comes in fourth place
because it is generally used in combination with one
the aforementioned systems.

Equal house
2%
Koch
3%
Topocentric
Other 2%
5%
Placidus
29%

Whole sign
14%

Regiomontanus
23%
Alchabitius
24%

Conclusions and commentaries
As far as the Tradition is concerned, just a few systems
have been widely used: Whole Sign, probably the
first, Porphyry, one of the earliest, Alchabitius, also
early and quite common until the 15th Century, and
Regiomontanus, which became the standard system
in the 15th to 17th Century period. The Placidus
system, although presented in the 17th Century,
never obtained a widespread use until the late 19th
Century when it became by far the dominant system.
This dominance seems to persist today and shows
no tendency to diminish.
It is interesting to note that despite all the diversity
of choice, in practice only a couple of systems have
widespread use. Nowadays these are: Placidus,
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Koch, Alchabitius, Whole Sign and Regiomontanus.
Placidus and Koch come as no surprise, as it is widely
known that they are the two dominant systems.
Alchabitius is a (old) newcomer; despite that it was
only reintroduced in the last decade, it has become
one of the primary systems for Traditional use.
Regiomontanus is used by a large percentage, but
has become too identified with Horary astrology. As
such, it is usually used together with Placidus (which
is applied to nativities). The Whole Sign system has
become popular of late and it has conquered its
share of the ‘house system market’, but even so, few
students use it just by itself; the majority combines
it with another quadrant system (usually one of the
above-mentioned) or uses it only for natal astrology.
In the end what comes as a surprise is that the
mixing of systems has become such a common
practice. Does this happen because different systems
should be applied to different areas? Or is this the
result of too much information creating a lot of
confusion? As far as it is known there is no evidence
in the Tradition that different systems where used
for different purposes. The same house system has
been coherently used by the same author for all
charts, whether they are horaries, nativities, events
or elections. The concept of different applications
appears to be purely modern.
As to the combination of house systems, there
appears to be some evidence of the combination of
Whole Sign with other quadrant systems, but even in
this regard there is still a lot of research to be done.
The results of this poll have been very helpful in
understanding the current use of house systems. In
the following months we will be conducting further
polls on other subjects such as the use of essential
dignities and orbs. In a few months we will return
to the subject of house systems with a more detailed
poll. We want to thank all who took the time to
participate in this project and hope to have your
contribution for future studies.
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The Spring Ingress 2009
by Sue Ward
The four seasonal ingresses of the year are always
important for worldly matters, but the ingress termed
the chart of the year is that of Spring when the Sun
enters Aries. In the previous issue of The Tradition and
on my web log I predicted further financial scandals
following the Jupiter-Saturn trine of November
2008. These involved losses of huge proportions and
affected many thousands of investors, but ‘rippled’
out to affect many, many more.
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The Sun, which is the cause of this chart, being in
the 10th house denotes the government and publicity.
The present government does seem to have borne
the brunt of this scandal even though all political
parties have been found to be at fault: ‘fiddling’ one’s
expenses is a human frailty not a political one. The
fact that the Sun is intercepted in the 10th suggests
that there is more to come and, it seems to me, that
the problem has destabilised the UK and played into
the hands of its enemies. Thus we find the Moon
detrimented in the 7th house of enemies.

The chart for the Spring ingress holds more
of the same, but in this case, the amounts of
money are less, but the ‘ripples’ are more
disruptive because they reach beyond
finance. I speak of the “MPs’ expenses
scandal” in which it was revealed that
large numbers of British Members
of Parliament have been claiming
expenses inappropriately. The extent
of this has ranged from allegations
of fraud down to irresponsible
accounting. Whatever the reasons, the
result has been a widespread distrust of
MPs (the principle of trust was explored in
my article in the last issue of The Tradition),
and resentment since it is the taxpayer who
has carried the cost.
In general terms, it is best to explore the chart from
its natural base first, that is, without attributing
accidental significators. Here there is a considerable
amount of angularity: the Sun, Venus and Mercury
are in the 10th, the Moon is in the 7th and Saturn is
in the 4th and I will look at these later. Given that I
had already noted financial scandals within the
chart for the Jupiter-Saturn trine of last year, the
first point that attracted my attention was the
South Node on the 2nd house cusp. This is a classic
argument for financial scandal and deception.

Mercury must of course be considered because
these revelations were made public by the media,
the first being at the beginning of May by the
Daily Telegraph – doubling Mercury’s signification.
Mercury is in detriment and fall and opposes Saturn,
so it certainly could not have been good news and
would lead to downfall. The poor condition of
both of these planets does not bode well for the
future and I expect the damage to reputations and
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New Poll:
State your terms!

The Tradition journal is pleased to announce a new
poll, this time on the planetary terms.

credibility to be permanent. The Sun of honour in
the house of honour and reputation is significant of
the UK because it is in Aries which rules this area
of the world. The Sun is unafflicted and, of course,
essentially fairly strong which indicates that, as a
nation, we are not tarnished, at least not for long.
Further indications are found from the accidental
rulerships of these angular planets, for example, the
Sun rules the 2nd house. These deceits were never
going to remain secret and occurred because of a
system of honour and trust that was betrayed –
another signification of the South Node.

We are interested to know which table of terms
– Egyptian, Ptolemaic, etc. – is preferred by
contemporary practitioners. If you are not familiar
with the diferences click on the link below to
download a comparative table of terms:
http://www.academyofastrology.org/research/
termpoll/comptermtable.pdf
The questions are similar to those for the house
systems, therefore, simple and straightforward.
We welcome your participation, please go to this
link:
http://www.academyofastrology.org/research/
termpoll/

For brevity’s sake, I will not write more on this, but it
is clear from the chart that there is more to say.
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